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South Asia Youth Consultation 2025
"Celebrating Identities: Cultural Hegemonies and Diversities"

Preamble

We, the Dalit, Tribal and Indigenous Youth of South Asia,

affirm that peace is not a distant dream but the very breath of creation — alive in the soil we
till, the forests that hold our stories, and the faith that sustains our communities. Peace is
justice in motion,; it is the healing of wounds caused by centuries of exclusion, displacement,
and domination.

As children of the land and keepers of ancestral wisdom, we witness how our world is torn
apart by systems of inequality — caste and class hierarchies, patriarchy, religious intolerance,
and exploitation of nature. Violence is not only in weapons but in the denial of dignity, the
erasure of identity, and the silencing of our collective voice. We stand at a time when the
cries of the Earth and the cries of the oppressed are one and the same.

We, the youth, carry both the memory of suffering and the strength of survival. From the
brokenness of our past, we gather courage to imagine a different future — one rooted in
justice, mutual respect, and ecological harmony. We believe that the Church, as a community
of faith and hope, must live out its calling not in isolation but in solidarity with those at the
margins.

We Envision the Church As:

A Community of Love:

Where every person is valued as a child of God, not measured by caste, tribe, gender, or
wealth. A church that learns from the wisdom of local communities — where faith is lived in
mutual care, shared responsibility, and deep respect for creation.

A Voice of Justice:

Where the gospel confronts systems of oppression and speaks truth to power. A church that
dismantles caste-based discrimination, resists patriarchy, protects the Earth, and ensures that
the marginalised are not only heard but lead in decision-making.

A Space of Healing and Peace:

Where wounds of body, mind, and spirit find compassion and care. A church that addresses
mental health without stigma, promotes reconciliation between peoples, and nurtures peace
through dialogue, not dominance.

A Home of Inclusion:
Where no one is invisible — where Dalit, Tribal, Indigenous, women, LGBTQIA+, children,
youth, and elders share the same table of grace. A church that provides opportunities for



education, livelihood, and leadership; where youth are recognised as co-creators of the
present, not just inheritors of the future.

Our Call to Faith in Action:

We call upon the church to live its faith through deeds that heal, empower, and transform. To
stand with those whose humanity has been denied; to defend the integrity of creation; and to
build communities where justice, peace, and inclusion become everyday realities.

Our faith is resistance against all that dehumanises.
Our faith is hope born from the soil and the Spirit.
Our faith is love that refuses to exclude.

Together, we — Dalit, Tribal, and Indigenous youth — pledge to journey with God and with
one another, to reimagine the Church as a living testimony of justice, peace, and dignity for
all creation.



